Hi All,
Just lately we have been getting some fabulous
flying days in between the systems.
This week most of the snow fell well South of us
leaving a great flying day on Tuesday. The
mountains were spectacular. Winter flying is
very rewarding but it is an opportunist’s game.
Dai Heather-Hayes has now agreed to come and
entertain us in April.
The March meeting will be our AGM.
I trust you are all getting airborne. Fly safe.

I forgot to check if John Mounce took the
photographs of the trio of beautifully restored
Mosquitoes that have recently come out of New
Zealand, but he has given us the authority to
use them. Our thanks to him, and more photos
and information on pages six and seven.

Thanks to all who came to the last meeting for
Colin Lourie’s Presentation on the joys of
operating a drone.
The next meeting is on Monday 4th February
at the Harrow at 2000. Unfortunately the
planned presentation by Dai Heather-Hayes
has had to be postponed.
The March meeting will be our AGM so if
anyone would like to serve on the committee
let me know.
Despite the recent wintry weather there still
seem to be quite a few committing aviation. If
you are one of them, enjoy.

News has just come in about the death of
Linda Craig, who many of you will know. Our
condolences go to her husband Alan. I never
met her but those who have, all agree that
she was a lovely woman.

Yet more sad news I’m afraid. Long time
Strut stalwart Mike has died after a long
illness.
I’m sure some Strut members would have
wished to go to his funeral if they had
known but the news slipped under the
radar because of the holidays.
There is a link to his obituary on the next
page plus an appreciation from Justin.
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Monday 4th February
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
at 8.00pm

Nothing particular planned for
this meeting as yet, but the
AGM next month and the
Strut’s Annual Dinner will come
up for discussion

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

www.eos-strut.org.uk

Mike Hart MBE
Michael Warner Hart MBE, jazz musician and founder of the Edinburgh
International Jazz & Blues Festival. Born: 23 March, 1934, Inverness.
Died: 11 December, 2018, aged 84.
https://www.scotsman.com/news/obituaries/obituary-mike-hart-founder-ofedinburgh-s-international-jazz-and-blues-festival-musician-sailor-pilot-1-4847377

I certainly couldn’t do justice to Mike’s enormous contribution to jazz in
Edinburgh but his obituaries fail to mention his flying.
I knew him by reputation and met him while competing in a motoring
treasure hunt back in the early eighties. Mike cut a dash in his signature
Moto Guzzi three wheeler.
I got to know him in later life, initially through the Strut. He was part of
a group that operated a Taylorcraft which he enjoyed immensely but in
time the group replaced this with a Bolkow Junior based at Kingsmuir.
As he grew older (know the feeling) he found it very difficult to get in
and out of and eventually gave up flying all together.
He was an active Strut member attending meetings. I remember an
around Fife navigation competition, out of Glenrothes, organised by the
Strut in which he competed. His tongue in cheek excuse for not winning
was that his Taylorcraft was light and had very flat sides thus he was
blown off course.
He instigated and ran the Edinburgh Jazz Festival for many years. Most
of the great jazz legends that came to the Edinburgh Festival were his
friends and they came back again and again to support him.
It was he that kindled my interest in jazz and when I retired I began
learning to play jazz piano. He came late to computing and he asked me
if I would teach him about Spreadsheets because he needed them to
help the huge administration tasks he undertook. I spent quite a few
evenings at his flat in Circus Lane which consisted of a little work and
much hilarity to a background of jazz. He picked up Excel really quickly
and was playing with formulas and code in no time.
Mike had a sharp mind and a wicked sense of humour. He was charming
and self-effacing, an all round nice guy. I enjoyed his company
immensely and was privileged to have known him.
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More from Colin
If you couldn’t make last
month’s meeting, here is a
taster of what you missed.
Colin Lourie now has a
professional quality drone
that takes both still and
video pictures that open up
unexpected views of the
world beneath us.
Here is St Bernards Well by
the Water of Leith and on the
next page, part of a film he
took of the X-craft midget
submarines that lie beached
along the coast.

Colin, above, flies his drone over one of the two
X Class midget submarines that appear in the
sands at low tide in Aberlady Bay.
Both were tethered there for gunnery practice
in 1946 when their usefulness was over. They
were training versions, 51 foot long and carried
a crew of four.
The X class were deadly but dangerous to
work in. Two attacked the Tirpitz and put it out
of service for six months but only one, X24, saw
service and survived. The rest went down with
a terrible loss of their courageous crews.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=x+class+midg
et+submarine&&view=detail&mid=FD7202963ACBA879
FA4CFD7202963ACBA879FA4C&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=x+class+midg
et+submarine&&view=detail&mid=C600AC92D1182D5
7A552C600AC92D1182D57A552&&FORM=VRDGAR

New Zealand Mosquitoes

Courtesy of John Mounce, this month we have
some beautiful photos of three Mosquitoes that
have been restored over the last few years by Av
Specs at Ardmore in New Zealand. Not content
with that there is a fourth heading for completion
and still more in the pipeline.

The cover photo shows KA114 which is owned by
Jerry Yagen and can now be seen flying at his
museum at Virginia Beach, Virginia.
On this page is PZ474, which in the past suffered
the indignity of having a wing chopped off so it

could be displayed in the Imperial War Museum.
Restored, it flew for the first time this month and
is heading for Rod Lewis’s Lewis Air Legends in
San Antonio.
Overleaf is the third plane, TV 959.

This fine Mosquito, which has since been repainted, is now owned by Paul
Allen’s Flying Heritage and Combat Armor Museum at Paine Field, Everett,
Washington. It served in the RAF until retired in 1963 and appeared in the
film ‘633 Squadron’.

We can’t leave Mosquitos without mentioning the herculean task that went
into restoring HJ711, a Mosquito NF11 which is being restored to taxiing
condition at the Lincolnshire Aviation Heritage Centre at East Kirkby airfield
near Spilsby. Both engines are now fitted and here is a clip of the first one
ground running
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxb6aTOOcTg
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The new, game-changing 777x

Al Swegle sent a long and interesting Telegraph article
about this but the item needs a subscription to read,
so here is a broad outline.
Hard to know if you call this a development of an
earlier plane or a brand new one but Boeing seem to
have taken everything out of the fuel efficiency, weight
saving and manufacturing efficiency boxes and applied
them all. This very large aeroplane may change the
economics, so future, of commercial aviation.
Look out for the carbon fibre wings that curve up
gracefully in flight, and the folding wingtips that allow
them to use standard airport ramps.
http://www.boeing.com/commercial/777x/
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Black Arrow landing in Penicuik
Skyrora is an Edinburgh based newcomer
to the world of satellites and rockets.
They have retrieved the remains of the
first and only British rocket to place a
satellite, Prospero, in orbit and will shortly
put it on display near their Penicuik facility.
The first Black Arrows were launched
from the Isle of Wight in the late 1960s,
(on rhs), and the last, with the satellite,
flew from Woomera. The rocket’s remains
have languished there for nearly 50 years.
Skyrora has already launched a suborbital payload and will launch the next,
orbiting satellite, from the Spaceport
being built in Sutherland. Meanwhile,
Prospero is still up there, bravely chugging
away.
https://www.skyrora.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Arrow
http://files.heraldscotland.com/news/1737187
7.britains-first-and-last-rocket-launcher-blackarrow-heads-to-penicuik/
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Airlander back in business

I like Airlander very much. Part plane with its lifting body and part airship but without the disadvantage of needing large handling crews on the ground. It will
be able to fly large and bulky loads to the most inaccessible parts of the world, and another use will be to fly travellers, low and slow, over the most remote
and dramatic scenery. What’s not to like.
The Bedfordshire based firm is recovering from the loss of its prototype in an unfortunate accident but is now gearing up to build commercial models that will
fly in the early 2020s. https://www.hybridairvehicles.com/

From Stuart Luck

Skeeter and Stork

Sue Oliver forwarded two posters from Stuart
but for some reason I couldn’t transfer them to
the Newsletter. The information about two
conferences that are coming up is as follows. All
interested parties are invited, but must phone
first to book a place;

Animal Dynamics is an interesting
company, basing the functionality
of its designs for reconnaisance
and delivery on animal behaviour.
The trike drone, for instance,
navigates by landscape features in
the same way as a homing pigeon.

Youth and Education Support,
Aviation Education Conferences.

https://www.animal-dynamics.com/

From the LAA
A new date has been set for another Air to
Ground Radio Operator's Course. A minimum of
four candidates is required for the course to run.
If you wish to book a place please telephone
01280 846 786 with your payment details.
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/Courses/ROC
C.html

Hyundai’s climbing car

Chair bodgers

This is obviously a technology tester and looks a
bit fragile but there are some interesting ideas.

As a change from all this high tech stuff, enjoy
these two videos of the people who lived in the
woods around High Wycombe using just saplings
and legs to power
their lathes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku8KLreAIjw

Toyota’s flying car

https://www.bing.com/v
ideos/search?q=chair+b
odgers&&view=detail&m
id=3C16B240898E35455
6F33C16B240898E35455
6F3&&FORM=VRDGAR

https://www.bing.com/v
ideos/search?q=chair+b
odgers&&view=detail&m
id=E823F31BF9D01CF3E
843E823F31BF9D01CF3E
843&&FORM=VRDGAR

There’s big money behind this and an ambitious
timescale.
https://www.dezeen.com/2017/07/11/toyota-backedflying-car-2020-olympics-tokyo-cartivator-skydrive/
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Hollywood burnout

East of Scotland Strut contacts

It’s a tough world in the film industry with its sex and drugs
lifestyles. I was sad to see my childhood hero is now living
rough in a park, a sad, broken shadow of his former self.

Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
d.n.robertson@edinburgh.gov.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555 056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
LAA Inspector: Robin Johnson
Templehall, Midlem, Selkirk TD7 4QB Tel 01835 870 361 / 07836719350
robinj100@btinternet.com
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