Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org

© Patricia & Angus Macdonald / Aerographica
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Anyone remember this?
Cast your mind back to 1991 when this wonderful sight appeared in a field
near Duns in Berwickshire. For obvious reasons it was best seen from the air
and for a month or so that summer it was a popular destination for Scottish
pilots.
The project, to make a copy of a Van Gogh Sunflower painting from real
growing flowers, came from the imagination of a young plantsman called
Andrew Scott. The aim was to promote a new society for Scottish bedding
plant growers and member nurseries across the country grew plants for the
project and placed them in the grid that Andrew had painstakingly prepared.
If I had tried to make this it would have had wobbly edges and plants coming
up at the wrong times but these folks knew what they were doing and got it
spectacularly right.
Andrew is still in the same business and is manager of Reynard Nursery,
Rosebank in Lanarkshire. I’m glad to see he has a reference to this on his
website so he’s obviously still chuffed to have done it, and who could blame
him. http://www.reynardnursery.co.uk/achievements/
The photographs were taken by Angus and Patricia Macdonald, who you will
remember came to the Strut some time back and gave an excellent talk about
Aerographica, their aerial photography business. Patricia says ‘we visited the
field from the air four times and based ourselves at nearby Winfield airfield,
so that we could photograph at different times of day and lighting conditions,
and also so as to be able to walk over and photograph it from the ground.
The part of the runway that was available was rather short and quite difficult
to get in and out of, but the people at the farm were very kind and helpful
back then, although I think it may not be available to use any more now.’
They still use the same workhorse, G-BSNG, their Cessna 172. Thanks to
both for helping with this item and letting me use their photographs. I also
found a link to Andrew Scott and a video from back then;
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=andrew+scott+1991+project+sunflowers&ru=
%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dandrew%2bscott%2b1991%2bproject%2bsunflowers%2
6FORM%3dHDRSC3&view=detail&mid=D5B0DF7551A3A05ABB33D5B0DF7551A3A05ABB3
3&rvsmid=C8A0B0FCB0AF5F542266C8A0B0FCB0AF5F542266&FORM=VDRVRV

This and cover image © Patricia & Angus Macdonald / Aerographica
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Winfield

Elsie Mackay
Elsie Mackay was born into a life of wealth
and privilege but was spirited, adventurous
and independent. She was an actress and,
her father being the chairman of P&O
shipping, an interior designer who was let
loose on the interior design of their ships.
She drove fast cars and learned to fly, and
bought a Stinson Detroiter with the aim of
becoming the first woman to fly the Atlantic.
Papa forbade it but on 14th March 1928
while he was away in Egypt she and fellow
pilot Walter Hinchcliffe set off. They were
tracked across Ireland, later spotted at sea
over a French liner, then disappeared forever.
There is a Scottish connection that might be of interest to aviators flying
in the area today. At the family owned Glenapp estate in Ayrshire her
name ‘Elsie’ is spelt out on a hillside in Rhododendrons as a memorial, but
it is apparently less distinct now. I haven’t checked the airspace there but
it’s at 55.0288°N 5.014°W.

Winfield, in the right hand circle, is the disused airfield used by the
Macdonalds to photograph the Sunflower artwork on the previous page.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elsie_Mackay

The other circle
around ‘Whitsome’
shows the bright
green L shaped field
where they think the
Sunflowers work was
planted.
The second enlarged
image shows the
section of runway
they used.
The diagonal line
across it towards the
right is a public road.
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Christian Moullec
From Jim Prettyman. You may have
seen this or similar before but it’s always
worth a fresh look. What a spectacular
experience it must be.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=chris
tian+moullec&&view=detail&mid=9361C751F5
1035A10E949361C751F51035A10E94&&FORM
=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3
Dchristian%2Bmoullec%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://earthbuddies.net/christian-moullecflying-birds/
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Technology, old

‘The de Havilland Comet 1, the world's first jet airliner, was designed
to have four DH Ghost jet engines. As part of the engine test
program an Avro Lancastrian, a WWII bomber modified for
passenger and mail transport, was fitted with test equipment and the
two outboard Merlin engines were replaced with Ghost jet engines.
The first flight of this test bed occurred on July 24,1947.
Between September 9 -12, it appeared at the second post-war
S.B.A.C. air display at Radlett aerodrome, the home base of the
Handley Page Aircraft Company in Hertfordshire. My weathered box
camera recorded this surprise visit and silhouettes of fellow DH
students. The Comet first flew on July 27,1949.
The airfield displayed an incredible variety of British aircraft reflecting
the creativity of up to thirty different UK aircraft manufacturers, a
precursor to the coming years when Britain ruled the skies. Amongst
many other highlights, memorable aerobatics were displayed by the
Saunders Roe flying boat jet fighter, the SR.A/1.’

Technology, new
Ted was also taken by the clever ideas being tested in this beast.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=germany+does+it+again+mercedes+li
ke+a+crab&docid=608000265090106951&mid=60F3B3F1F522CF7DC92260F3B
3F1F522CF7DC922&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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Red Arrows over East Fortune

I mentioned in the last Newsletter that Gordon and Jill Douglas asked the Red Arrows to fly over the Microlight School when on their way to Edinburgh in August,
and they obliged. Not only that, they put on their smoke specially for them. Here is a video that Gordon took. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tiorwu7be9w
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David Webb and the Brochocki BKB 1
U.S. to carry out a complete flight test program
but unfortunately this never happened and its
real gliding performance was never measured.
This was a pity because it might have sparked
wider interest in the design.
The project ended for me when the aircraft was
transferred to Kasper in the U.S. Once there, the
aircraft seemed to become known more for its
aerobatic than its gliding performance and the
BKB story ended in a crash which killed the pilot.
A lot more work and many performance claims
were made by Kasper for his additional Bekas
aircraft development work which didn’t all turn
out as advertised. According to the comments
on the video, the Kasper work went on for many
years, but like the prototype BKB, one aircraft
ended with a crash in 2013 that also killed the
pilot.
‘I only flew the BKB during its initial tests in
Canada and my interest in the aircraft was due
to the unusual configuration and its possible
good gliding performance.
This early testing revealed the really interesting
feature of the BKB which was its good flat glide
angle. This turned out to be much better than
expected from its low 40 foot wing span and
aspect ratio of 10. The glide angle was initially
checked (in a long comparison glide at 60 kn.) as
slightly better than my own Skylark 2 in spite of
its larger
50 foot wing span.
This glide
performance was due to the choice of a thin
helicopter blade type aerofoil with a reflex trailing
edge for the BKB wing, plus a good surface finish
on the small surface area of its aerodynamic
shape and, of course, no tail drag. There were
discussions about sending the prototype to the
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The only modification to the aircraft that I
noticed was that Kasper had installed new wing
tip rudders with increased area of the part of the
rudders forward of their hinge line, which would
have obviously increased their maximum possible
drag load significantly and also reduced the
maximum rudder pedal operating force.
I
assume that this was done to improve the
aerobatic capability which Kasper worked on.
The video caused me to look through my
pictures again and I found many copies of the
prototype in flight. The ones that I have included
are a couple of pictures that may not have been
seen before; a coloured long distance view and
a close up shot which show the original rudder
shape.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brochocki_BKB-1

Hydrogen, aircraft fuel for the next generation?

737 Max on the mend

That certainly seems to be what Airbus think, and it looks like they bet the farm on this zero emission
fuel and intend to use it on their next generation suite of aircraft, some entering service within 15 years.
Note how the windows on the two planes below stop just behind the wings. Hydrogen it seems takes
up a lot of space. The lifting body project at the front will lend itself better to enclosing larger volumes.
I have one nagging doubt, which is that the byproduct of this more novel combustion is water, which
will add thousands of tons of fine white reflective ice crystals to the upper atmosphere every day. A
few flights won’t make much difference, but a lot could have unexpected consequences? But what do
I know…

At last, some good news for Boeing in that it’s
starting to look as if their troubled plane’s
problems have finally been sorted. Nobody is
saying too much but it looks promising and the
man doing the flying, below, is the Director of the
FAA himself.
Alan Swegle, highly experienced ex Boeing
engineer, has been guiding us through previous
false dawns but this looks like the real thing at
last.

https://www.airbus.com/newsroom/press-releases/en/2020/09/airbus-reveals-new-zeroemission-concept-aircraft.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=airbus+zero+emission+planes&&view=detail&mid=4DCCC17486D95EEAE9114
DCCC17486D95EEAE911&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dairbus%2Bzero%2Bemission%2Bplan
es%26FORM%3DHDRSC3

From the LAA
Rebates of up to £250 for new Electronic
Conspicuity (EC) devices are now available thanks
to funding from the Department for Transport
(DfT) aimed at encouraging more adoption of EC.
Full details on those eligible to apply, EC devices
and how to claim a rebate are available on the
CAA website.
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East of Scotland Strut contacts

From Ed

Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com

Keep sending stuff in.
Andrew.

Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555 056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
LAA Inspector: Robin Johnson
Templehall, Midlem, Selkirk TD7 4QB Tel 01835 870 361 / 07836719350
robinj100@btinternet.com
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