Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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A migrating East Fortune hangar
Colin Lourie saw this item in the Edinburgh
Evening News about the closure of an engineering
factory in South Fort Street, Leith, and thought
there was something familiar about the building.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-edinburgh-eastfife-54540298

It started life as an aircraft hangar at East Fortune
and Ed Lyon found out some more.
‘It is/was a T2 Type hangar which was a later
development of the Bellman Hanger. This was
developed pre-war as a transportable hangar
which could be erected and dismantled by unskilled labour with simple equipment. This is why
they have been used after the war by industrial
firms but being clad with corrugated iron were
very cold places to work in so most of them have
had the corrugated iron sheeting replaced with
insulated cladding or breeze block walls.
See the ones at Drem and the old black Ferranti
hangar at Turnhouse which all we spotters in the
‘60s will remember. There was also one along the
Seafield Road just behind Jewsons which was still
in black corrugated iron until a few years ago but
was demolished and replaced with a modern
warehouse. The one at Brooklands Museum
housing the Loch Ness Wellington is a listed
building, still in the original corrugated iron
sheeting. Doncaster Aviation Museum is also in
one.’
Ed is worried this makes him look like a real nerdy
anorak but explains he found everything above on
Wikipedia.
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Airbus over Edinburgh

Duncan Robertson lives under the glidepath to Turnhouse (does anyone still call it that today?) and grabbed a shot of this unusual visitor. It’s an RAF A300M.
Many military transports took advantage of Edinburgh Airport’s quiet period over the summer to practice standard civilian approaches.

The 1910 Lanark Air Meeting
If you drive into Lanark from the east on
the A73 you will pass this rather fine
monument. I have not found out who
organised the event, such a short time
after the first flight by the Wright Flyer
and the beginning of flying as we know
it, and who put up the infrastructure and
the very large cash prizes in such a
remote and unexpected place, but it
must have been a wildly exciting event
for the locals at the time.
http://www.lanark.siteiscentral.com/timeline/1
900-present/scottish-international-aviationmeeting
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Gigapixel photography

This technique passed me by but on reflection I realise I’ve been seeing these for some time in the form of panned shots exploring cockpit interiors in museums.
There is a brief introduction here on how it’s done, then this New York skyline. You can zoom right in and see individual people on the other side of the river.
http://www.jeffrey-martin.com/gigapixel-photography

http://www.jeffrey-martin.com/nyc360skyline-panorama-gigapixel
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Fairey FC1, what might have been?

This was prompted by an article in Aeroplane magazine. There were plans in the late 1930s to build
modern airliners for the newly formed BOAC and this was the design chosen for European routes.
Streamlined and pressurised, it had small wings for speed in the air but Fairey Youngman flaps for
slow landings. It was planned to enter service in 1942 but of course the war put paid to that and
all the hulls under construction were scrapped. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairey_FC1

A beautiful sight
After a recent snowfall at altitudes of 4000 feet and higher Al Swegle took these pictures of Mount
Baker in Washington, USA, at different times of the day. Mount Baker is over 10,000 ft high.
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Flying brick?

Flying the quiet way
Wishful thinking indeed.
I came across this in an
old book I have had for
many
years
called
‘Britain’s
Fighting
Forces’, published at
the very start of the
Second World War and
certainly before the fall
of France.
It’s heartbreaking to
see
how
poorly
equipped the British
forces were at this
stage and it’s no
wonder that, to begin
with, it all went so badly
wrong.

OAP pulls wrong handle
His name has been tactfully withheld but this
poor French pensioner got the fright of his life
when he accidentally ejected himself from a two
seat Rafale fighter. He never asked to go in one
but despite that was given this unwanted
retirement gift. It appears he had not been
properly prepared or strapped in and grabbed
the wrong bit as the plane manoeuvred.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/14/man
-accidentally-ejects-himself-from-fighter-jet-duringsurprise-flight
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‘In these uncertain times it is nice to see aviation
can be environmentally friendly; no batteries,
electric motor or internal combustion engine
required. Whilst in the Malverns Hills on a
postponed holiday break I witnessed a couple of
brave aviators floating aloft in the strong updraft
on the Herefordshire side of the hills.’

The Ormiston Yew

What, you may be asking, is this doing in a flying Newsletter? It’s a slow news month,
we all need to get out for some fresh air, and a bit of awe helps. I heard about this
thousand year old tree a couple of years ago and only found it last year. It’s tucked
away and difficult to find but it’s spectacular and like a cathedral inside. Where the
branches have touched the ground, (above), they have taken root again.
Turn down the narrow lane (orange on the map) and park at one of the three places
marked X. The walk from here is muddy, slightly strenuous and takes about 10 minutes.
Down the hill, over the small bridge, up the hill on the far side. Past the second road
on the RHS is a pile of logs marking the start of a faint path through the grass. Walk
along that. Very soon you will see what looks like a hedge with a grassy path leading
to it. Walk through the ‘hedge’ (above), and the tree’s trunk is inside.

B6371 to Ormiston

A6093 from
the A68

X
X
X (Small monument, as far as you can
go and still turn round)
Small bridge
Small pile of logs
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East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555 056
borthwick4@hotmail.com

If cannabis was legalised in Scotland.

Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
LAA Inspector: Robin Johnson
Templehall, Midlem, Selkirk TD7 4QB Tel 01835 870 361 / 07836719350
robinj100@btinternet.com

The lonely Scotsman walking home from the pub will stop off at a chip shop where
is available dipped in batter and deep fried. Fish, confectionery, pizzas, vegetables,
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