Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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East Fortune Station
From Ed Lyon

Most of you may know there was a railway
station at East Fortune so here is a picture
showing the platform and waiting shelter on the
airfield side on the line towards Edinburgh. The
gate where you enter to visit Keith's hangar
would be behind the building at the trees. On
the other side of the line to the East was the
main station building which is still there but is
now a private residence.

The station opened in July 1848 to serve the
agricultural community, long before the airfield
and the hospital opened, but was finally closed
in May 1964 during the Dr. Beeching cuts. It
must have been a busy little station when the
airfield was active during both wars. All traces
of the platform and building were erased
probably during the electrification of the main
line but the road bridge in the background is still
there.

737 Max and worries for Boeing’s future
The Newsletter receives insights from those who know what is happening behind the
scenes in aviation, what has gone before and what is going on today. These comments
are from Alan Swegle and refer to the article in the link below, which appeared recently
in America.
https://247wallst.com/aerospace-defense/2020/11/12/why-boeings-20-year-outlook-is-not-liftinginvestors-spirits/

Al was a Boeing engineer from the times when a culture led by engineering and safety
was paramount and Boeing’s management had the breathtaking courage to risk
everything if they thought something was right but they were ahead of the game.
Boeing is what it is because of its past. Their hopes for the future, even when the 737
Max powers back into production, must mean anxious times for the current managers
who are faced with equally courageous, almost suicidal decisions. Here’s what Alan has
to say.
‘Boeing is in a financial fix, being 60 billion dollars in debt. Single aisle airplane current
demand can be handled by planes in airline storage and Boeing storage, and low rate
production does not guarantee a profit for the next two years.
It takes about six years to bring the first new airplane from a start in preliminary design
to out of the production door for static test. Boeing is getting ready to layoff engineers,
unneeded production workers and support people to save cash. Six years is about
when airlines will be entertaining the requirements for new single aisle airplanes that
are more efficient in meeting new traffic, economic and environmental conditions.
Airbus will be in decent financial shape to meet those demands. Boeing executives
might read the Boeing Annual Market Outlook as noted below. Two-thirds of all
airplanes sold in the next 20 years will be single aisle airplanes. It will be about 8 years
before Boeing can deliver a new single aisle airplane. Such airplane hasn't been started
through the preliminary design process which must consider terms of desirable
passenger carrying size, passenger comfort, efficiency in terms of fuel saving power of
new engines, noise level, reduced drag, a new wing and landing gear, range, materials
of construction and an up to date cockpit layout of pilot controls and instrumentation.
Layoffs must consider skills that must be retained across many experienced engineer
disciplines in design, analyses, materials and processes, testing, tooling and
manufacturing development. Boeing must retain a cadre of production managers and
skilled mechanics. The Charleston start-up proved that skilled managers and
mechanics are required to produce airplanes.’
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Comet in New Zealand

Thanks to John Mounce in New Zealand for this.
‘Thought the attached may be of some interest
to you. Basically it is a rare find according to my
AHSNZ colleagues. A BOAC Comet 4 in New

Zealand and at Whenuapai which was of course
the international airport for Auckland back in
those times. The tailplane is a PanAm DC7 and
of course it makes you wonder what could have
been the outcome if the Comet had made its

original time into service. Also of interest is the
invitation to passers by to have a look inside the
aircraft on the tarmac! Security hadn’t been
needed or invented in those days. The Comet is
certainly perhaps the most elegant airliner ever.

The 1910 Lanark Air Meet revisited
David Archibald adds some more

Last month the Newsletter had a brief item on
the above. The commentary referred to what a
significant event it was given the fact it occurred
here in Scotland and so early in the story of
powered flight. However, I thought some might
be interested in the reality of that event- what
the story behind the story was and maybe a wee
update (well almost). So here goes:
First some amazing facts – Not only was this
Meeting the first Air Show in Scotland it was only
the second of any scale in Britain (there was an

overlap with one at Blackpool which started a
few days earlier – incidentally due to weather
there was much less flying done in Lancashire
than in Lanarkshire). But back to the scale of
this remarkable happening – Over 200,000
people attended, with more than 50,000 on the
peak day 10th of August. Not only was it the
largest gathering of aircraft it turned out to be
the largest gathering of motor cars too. More
than 1,100 cars were parked on 10 Aug to bring
people to the event. Remember this was 1910
and car ownership was a lot different then, and

yes, the enterprising Lanarkians built a car park
for the purpose. Oh, and a railway station
(completed in six months, and only closed by Dr
Beeching), a huge stand, more than 10 hangars
and several other buildings and marquees.
How was this paid for? – By public subscription
largely (a sort of early crowd funding). When
the authorities cottoned on to how big it might
be they joined in and there you have it, 7 years
after Wilbur got of the ground at Kill Devil Field,
Lanark in Scotland was showcasing one of the
world’s first Air Displays and quite a success it
was too.

All this happened at Lanark Racecourse on the
South side of the town. The field remains much
the same today, a large area of flat free draining
grassland, but none of the original buildings still
exist.
Lanark remained in the forefront of Aviation until
around 1935 when the last military staging/
refuelling flight took place.

Now in 2010, some locals wished to
commemorate the centenary of this significant
event in aviation history and set about trying to
organise a fly in and associated ‘action’ on the
ground.
The racecourse is still publicly owned, these days
by South Lanarkshire Council. Accordingly, they
were approached to permit and, hopefully,
support the event. What happened next is in
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stark contrast to the successful handling and
management of the original event. South
Lanarkshire Council commissioned a report by a
Glasgow academic. That report apparently
concluded that it was not viable to hold any
commemorative
gathering
at
Lanark
Racecourse and the Local Organising
Committee were told that they would not be
granted permission for their planned fly in.

So that was the end of what could have been
a good day out for aviation enthusiasts and a
good moneyspinner for Lanark and district.
Those of you who have ever been to Sywell or
Oshkosh might wonder at the conclusions of
the academic gentleman from Glasgow. We
might all think it a sad reflection on South
Lanarkshire Council that unlike their
predecessors they did not grasp the
opportunity to enhance the lives and economy
of the people of the area. However, it’s
rumoured that a few intrepid aviators, who
knew of the place and date and its historical
significance, decided to mark the day anyway
with informal fly-ins and ply pasts! There is
anecdotal evidence that this may be true but
no known records exist and to my knowledge
no registrations were recorded.
A tale of what once was and what might have
been.
For those still interested I acknowledge the
valuable input of Ed Archer, please read his
‘Flying at Lanark’, and Paul Archibald. Without
their help I would have remained ignorant of
the significance and scale of this event.

The Islander at 55

‘Well, since you ask, my namesake and
grandfather was a sponsor back at the turn of
the last century, and my brother was the
librarian and committee member who helped
the effort to support a commemorative event
and the book, later, to support the sculpture.
Me, I was just an annoyed and frustrated
potential fly in crew chap when the council, em,
shall we say, failed to recognise the potential
and or didn’t challenge the report!’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olA4KwmO3c&feature=youtu.be

This item appeared in the current Highland Strut
Newsletter and formed part of the 30th Orkney
International Science Festival.
The clip takes the form of a Zoom meeting by
people connected with the plane and its use in
the Islands from the very beginning, and is a
fascinating hour long chat, full of knowledge and
interest. Included is how Loganair, the launch
customer, came into being.

Alternatively, if you only have a minute or so
free, try this video of an Islander flying from
Westray to Papa Westray. It’s the shortest
scheduled airline flight in the world.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=westray+to+papa+west
ray+flight&&view=detail&mid=BEFEAB187851310D438BBEFEAB1
87851310D438B&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%
3Fq%3Dwestray%2Bto%2Bpapa%2Bwestray%2Bflight%26FORM
%3DHDRSC3
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What can you say…
‘Help ma boab’ perhaps?

From the LAA. Help wanted with history of the organisation, and Scottish tour 2021
Iain Gibson has learned through a Zoom conference that the Association want
to publish a book on the History of the LAA from its beginnings as the ULAA
in 1946. Next year is our 75th Anniversary and they are looking for any photos
or stories, particularly from the 1960s or earlier, that any of our members
would like to contribute.

If so please contact Steve Slater or Penny at the LAA.
office@laa.uk.com

Better news at last as the future begins to look less grey. The postponed
Scottish tour is on again, from 22-31 May 2021.

The story of the missing bullet holes
My son sent me this. Those of you with a mathematical background have
probably heard about this before but it was new to me. I thought at first it
might have been an urban myth, but looks like it is true and provides one of
those ‘aahh… of course’ moments.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survivorship_bias
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A car for Africa
This was developed in the 1980s and I
remember what a good and well thought out
idea it was. It could be made from a variety of
materials that were both available and could be
repaired and worked on in the middle of
nowhere, and it had wheel spacing and
clearance to cope with the deep ruts created by
lorries on unpaved roads. Altogether a ‘good
idea’ that failed, eventually, to get off the ground
because nobody wanted to finance something
that wouldn’t make money for them.
Channel 4 made a series of programmes about
the project and here is one to get you started.
You will find several more on the internet.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africar
https://silodrome.com/history-africar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4BBcTqJoiE

More photos on the next page.
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Are Americans getting bigger?
(Keith Boardman spotted this)
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Meteor
Another lovely photo taken by Ted
Grossmith and combined with a
haiku composed by him.
It shows a Meteor taking off in
about 1985 from Bourne airfield at
Bournemouth. At the time he was
told that it was the last airworthy
Meteor, a type he had flown in his
National Service days so of special
interest to him.
It was also one of Martin Baker’s
Meteor 7s, still flying I believe and
still in use testing ejector seats.
The reason they carry on with
these museum pieces is largely
because of their antiquity. As first
generation jets they have
centrifugal not axial flow turbojets
and these can withstand a bird
strike, handy when you are testing
down to a very low level. Also the
electrics are very basic and easily
fixed.
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Markham Peasey Celeste
Turn this Ford Popular (below) into this (on the
right)? I remember seeing these adverts in the
back of motor magazines when I was young and
impressionable and the name for some reason
stuck, so one day this summer I looked it up
again.
Those were the days, (the 1950s), when
advertising honesty was optional. Actually, the
real bolt on fibreglass body was quite good
looking but the days of donor cars having a
separate chassis were disappearing and those
high, thin wheels were already looking old fashioned. There seems to be no possibility of fitting
a hood but Messrs Markham and Peasey had a
dream that nearly worked, so it’s a great pity they
never managed to sell any.
http://fordspecials.co.uk/markhanpeasey.html
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East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555 056
borthwick4@hotmail.com

‘Ah, this place serves a Substantial Meal
so we’ll be okay.’

Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
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