At last there is some movement and the
flying calendar in Scotland is hotting up.
The Scottish Aero Club at Perth have an
evening Fly-in (see page 10) on August 7th.
Kids games and fun at 3.00 pm. Flying at
5.00 pm. Should be a great evening.
Our Fly-in on August 28th/29th, and Sywell
the week after that. Lets hope the weather
holds.
Balado has done masses of work on the
airfield and we are hoping you will all come
and try it out. All we need now is the
weather and it hasn’t been too bad at all.
Remember we are all low on hours so take
care. Fly safe.

Hi everyone.
Relaxation of the Covid
restrictions combined with the recent spell of
good weather has seen quite a number of ‘well
kent’ aircraft appearing on various flight tracker
sites in our part of the world. Long may it
continue.
We are now looking at resuming meetings (see
alongside) and Ed Lyon has further information
(below). If anyone can suggest an alternative
venue please get in touch.
The Fly-in on August 28/29th at Balado is now
looking like it will go ahead. See elsewhere for
an up to date report and a couple of requests.
In the meantime meantime enjoy your aviation.

Monday 2nd August
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
at 8.00pm

Yes, meetings
are back on
again!

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.

Keith has just phoned me to let us know that
the Harrow Hotel will be available this
Monday. It will be in the back room and it
will be up to us how many attend. There are
two opening windows and we have had a
Strut meeting in there before. There were
probably around 10 of us last time so it's up
to each of us to decide if you wish to attend
or not. I will be going.
Don't know if you can order at the bar or we
have to be served by bar lady at table but I
believe you wear a mask to enter and move
around and can only take it off when seated
having a drink.

Keith Griggs took this when a Tiger Moth and a
film crew descended on his strip. Full details on
page five.

This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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The East of Scotland Strut’s Fly-in
Balado Airfield (by Kinross)
28th and 29th August 2021
Details will appear shortly on the Strut’s website http://www.eos-strut.org/
Help needed from Strut members. More on the next page

The Strut Fly-in
Iain Gibson has more information

LIGHT AIRCRAFT FLY-IN
Saturday and Sunday August 28th/29th
I am pleased to confirm that things are coming together for our Fly in at
Balado on August 28/29th. We have a meeting with Balado Airfield in
early August to clear up any issues so please send any queries to me.

The East of Scotland Strut of the Light Aircraft Association
Annual Fly-in.
Lots of Light Aircraft old and new. Spectators welcome

All information is on our web site www.eos-strut.org . Follow the link for
2021 fly in. As I type there is a temporary page as our website person,
Colin Lourie, is away till the end of the month. A full page will replace it
in early August.

Balado is to the West of Kinross and Loch Leven just North of Edinburgh.

Do visit the site and register your intention to attend. This is so
that we can get an idea of how many will be coming (by road or
air) as this is a new venue for us.

Given the weather this will be a great day out with many light aircraft old and new.
Antique aircraft will include a Tiger Moth and a Bucker Jungmann.

If we end up being contacted by the Authorities after the event we will
pass this information to them if required. Details will not be passed onto
anyone else.
Pilots must obtain PPR from Balado. Registering with us is NOT PPR.
As always, please check before leaving home as the fly-in will be weather
dependant.
We would prefer that those visiting have had both Vaccination jabs and
also please wear masks when in any of the buildings or our Control Point.
Unfortunately the expected Catering facility will not be available although
some drinks and snacks may be available from the Club house. As a result
we are looking at having a strut BBQ, either over both days or just the
Saturday evening. We would like some assistance (Saturday and Sunday)
so please get in touch with me if you can help. inrgibson001@btinternet.com
It is a number of years since we last checked for those with First Aid
qualifications. We would like any member with a First Aid certificate and
intending to be at the Fly in to let me know (email address is above).

The airfield has been extensively redeveloped. It now has three grass runways, catering
facilities, a campsite, outdoor viewing area with picnic tables, a comfortable clubhouse
with onsite WiFi and plenty of space for car and aircraft parking.

Compete in our landing competition or a short navigation exercise. A prize for the best
photograph of the day and other activities for pilots to test their skills.
PPR required from Balado Airfield. Check nearer the time at our website eos-strut.org
It would help the organisation if you emailed Iain Gibson Strut coordinator at
inrgibson001@btinternet.com We will not hold you to it but let us know if you are likely
to attend.
Access by road. The safest way (to avoid stopping in the middle of a busy road to turn
off) is to drive into Kinross and take the A91 to the west (signposted Stirling?) for ¾
mile. Balado Airfield is signposted on the left hand side.
If overnighting in a local B&B or hotel, some car transport may be available, otherwise
there will be a list of local taxis.

Balado Radio on 118.605 Mhz.
Runway 07/25 550 metres grass
Runway 11/29 550 metres grass
Elevation 420Ft
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There is no fuel on the airfield but we will help with containers and transport to a
nearby garage.

‘Scotland from the Sky’ and the R34
Keith Griggs sent in the following bit of news, (and the the photo he took that I used on the front cover), about goings on at East Fortune East in the middle of
July. ‘Yesterday late afternoon and evening I was at East Fortune with the film crew and William Mackaness in his Tiger Moth. They were making an episode
of the BBC programme ‘Scotland from the Sky’, to be screened later in the year. They departed from Perth and went via Fife, the Bridges and then on to East
Fortune. From what I understand they mix images from the past and the present to explain details of history. The Airship sheds were mentioned as it is the
anniversary of the first transatlantic flight which took place in an airship from East Fortune.’

William Mackaness explains more. ‘The BBC is filming for a third series of the very popular programme ‘Scotland from the Sky’ presented by Jamie Crawford.
Once again exploring past landscapes and major events of the past, the team is revisiting the era of lighter than air machines and the amazing adventure of
the R34, which in July 1919 departed from East Fortune and sailed the Atlantic both ways. The original design of the de Havilland Tiger Moth was based on
the DH60, a design of the 1920s and of a similar era. WWI accelerated technologies associated with both lighter and heavier than air machines. At that time
East Fortune was one of a string of East Coast airfields operated by the Admiralty, using airships for reconnaissance over the North Sea.
The picture above was taken at East Fortune and features camera crew, sound engineer, director, presenter (Jamie in the white T shirt), pilot and co-pilot
(William and Sophie Mackaness), and headlining the act, a 1942 Australian built tiger moth G-BWVT. The programme will air (no pun intended) at the end of
the year. Huge help and support from many quarters, but special thanks to Keith Griggs and David Pate.’
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R34 and East Fortune
Alongside is an image of East Fortune showing
the size of the R34’s hangar and where it was in
relation to Keith Griggs’ hangar, (circled). The
Museum of Flight is at top RHS.
Below are photographs of the airship beside the
hangar, and of an earlier craft (R24?), Showing
just how big a commitment these airship bases
were.
Finally, a good video detailing the famous flight;
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=r34+east+fortu
ne&&view=detail&mid=D410BEB0B2F3EF4D1E92D410BE
B0B2F3EF4D1E92&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2F
search%3Fq%3Dr34%2Beast%2Bfortune%26FORM%3D
HDRSC3
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Quiz time!
William Mackaness asks these questions. Answer at the bottom of the page.

The image is taken from the civil air edition, 1 inch to the mile, produced by Ordnance Survey of Scotland, with ‘Air information correct to May 1931’. East
Fortune was established by the Admiralty in 1918 as part of a network of east coast airfields from which reconnaissance airships operated out over the North
Sea. For some reason East Fortune airfield is not shown. Which of the following reasons is correct:
A)

Having been established by the British Admiralty, East Fortune would only be represented on nautical sea charts not on any Air chart.

B)

East Fortune airfield is represented but for reasons of security it can only be seen if the map is held up in front of a bright light shining through the paper.

C)

Map production was extremely labour intensive and it was usual for updates to the original maps to take many years to incorporate.

D)

To this day, maps remain of high strategic value. Should they fall into the ‘wrong hands’, their value was intentionally reduced by obscuring or
omitting the detail of military sites. This was true even in the interwar period.

Answer is “D”
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Subs are due

Spitfires in sheds

The Autoped

Not done it yet?

Jim Prettyman saw this in the Times about
the dispersal of making Spitfire parts, but to
save you subscribing, here is a different link.

This clever machine was
made in 1915 and looks
very much like the electric
ones we see nowadays.
There’s a none too convincing clip (below) of
American postal workers
using them and I bet they
were a sod to get started,
but nevertheless a brilliant
bit of creative thinking.

Please send £25.00 to
Duncan Robertson, the
Membership Secretary.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-wiltshire57781547

Either post a cheque,
made out to East of
Scotland Strut, for
£25.00 to him at
17 Cramond Avenue,
Edinburgh EH4 6PP,
with a note of your
email address so he
can send your receipt,
or email him and ask
for the sort codes to
make a transfer by
online banking.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A
utoped
https://www.bing.com/videos/s
earch?q=autoped&ru=%2fvideo
s%2fsearch%3fq%3dautoped%
26FORM%3dHDRSC3&view=det
ail&mid=C98B3884CB07DFD6DA
64C98B3884CB07DFD6DA64&rvs
mid=C98B3884CB07DFD6DA64C
98B3884CB07DFD6DA64&FORM
=VDRVRV

duncanrobertson807@gmai
l.com

Mig on a dam
Brian Allison sent this in as a curiosity, showing a Mig landing on
a dam then taking off again. It’s not a fake exactly, it’s fantasy
rather than deception and is an animation cut out from a
simulation game.
Still, there is something worrying about it. In this clip there are a
few giveaways that it’s ‘not quite right’ but we are only a whisker
away from the next generation of technology when we will no
longer be able to believe what we see. Meantime, clever stuff!
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mig+lands+on+dam&&view=detai
l&mid=6FB36551A84F78B93C5A6FB36551A84F78B93C5A&&FORM=VRDGAR
&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmig%2Blands%2Bon%2Bdam%26FO
RM%3DHDRSC3
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East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
duncanrobertson807@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555
056
borthwick4@hotmail.com

Remember these?
Someone pointed out that if you do, you’re
probably now immune to everything.

Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
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And don’t forget our Fly-in,
28-29 August, Balado near to Kinross
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There is no fuel on the airfield but we will help with containers and transport to a
nearby garage.

Runway 07/25 550 metres grass
Runway 11/29 550 metres grass
Elevation 420Ft

Balado Radio on 118.605 Mhz.

If overnighting in a local B&B or hotel, some car transport may be available, otherwise
there will be a list of local taxis.

Access by road. The safest way (to avoid stopping in the middle of a busy road to turn
off) is to drive into Kinross and take the A91 to the west (signposted Stirling?) for ¾
mile. Balado Airfield is signposted on the left hand side.

It would help the organisation if you emailed Iain Gibson Strut coordinator at
inrgibson001@btinternet.com We will not hold you to it but let us know if you are likely
to attend.

PPR required from Balado Airfield. Check nearer the time at our website eos-strut.org

Compete in our landing competition or a short navigation exercise. A prize for the best
photograph of the day and other activities for pilots to test their skills.

Given the weather this will be a great day out with many light aircraft old and new.
Antique aircraft will include a Tiger Moth and a Bucker Jungmann.

The airfield has been extensively redeveloped. It now has three grass runways, catering
facilities, a campsite, outdoor viewing area with picnic tables, a comfortable clubhouse
with onsite WiFi and plenty of space for car and aircraft parking.

Balado is to the West of Kinross and Loch Leven just North of Edinburgh.

Lots of Light Aircraft old and new. Spectators welcome

The East of Scotland Strut of the Light Aircraft Association
Annual Fly-in.

LIGHT AIRCRAFT FLY-IN
Saturday and Sunday August 28th/29th

