Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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Help! Drones!
I used to think of news about cargo carrying
drones as being a bit Dan Dare-ish, something
for the future, but it looks as if a new life
changing revolution has already started.
All air users, be they airship or balloon, aero
modeller or private pilot, military jet or civil
airliner, glider or drone, have been held to have
some sort of right to work in or enjoy our
airspace, with a degree of separation if safety is
at risk.
Parcel carrying drones are about to become a
multi billion pound business with major players
and their influential backers wanting their own
aerial highways criss-crossing literally the whole
country. Common sense says a new type of
business like this is legitimate and the whole
thing should be thought through carefully so
nobody suffers and everyone gains, but there are
worrying signs.
The map alongside shows the proposed corridors
that Skyports https://skyports.net/drone-deliveries-2/
are planning to run experimentally over Mull this
summer, creating new restricted areas. Notice
how one passes over Glenforsa. The corridor at
one point is 900 feet high. It is being presented
as a boon to the NHS, carrying urgent medical
samples to isolated surgeries, which is very
altruistic and will be applauded by many, but
altruism is the thinnest part of a ginormous
wedge of parcel and freight carriers who will
follow, and the goal will be to reach and supply
every house in the land, day in and day out.
The whole thing is being rushed through. There
is much to think about, and preferably rather
quickly!

https://airspacechange.caa.co
.uk/PublicProposalArea?pID=
330

wscotstrut@groups.io
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Lanark 1910
A bit more

Neil Geddes found the menu for the
Centenary Dinner, tucked inside his book
‘Flying at Lanark’ by Ed Archer- Stenlake
publishing, Mauchline at £7.99 ISBN
9781840335019. It’s still available.
sales@stenlake.co.uk Phone 01290 551122
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Walking on Air, gliding for the disabled
John Guy, former Chairman of the Aviation Preservation Society of Scotland, is also heavily involved
with this inspirational charity. ’Walking on Air’, based at Portmoak, has a Schleicher glider specially
converted to hand controls so that people who are normally wheelchair bound can enjoy the freedom
of controlling their movement through the air in this, the purest form of flight. There is nothing to
stop them eventually flying solo or even instructing. Here is their great video;
https://www.facebook.com/walkingonaircharity/videos/2426050173661/

Derek’s big adventure

Continuing the gliding theme, here is a nice soaring video from New Zealand, courtesy of John Mounce

Memories
‘Page one of logbook one. Amazingly G-AXGG and G-AXSW are still flying 50
years later. The higher hours one (11000+) must have flown close to a million
miles.’

‘Cost at the time was £7.50 per hour. I stopped after a few hours flying, got
married etc. I restarted in March 1987, 16 years later, and at the time living in
Geneva, so my first PPL was a French one. I now have nearly 1600 hours so
set your own equivalent hourly rate.
At, say, £100 per hour that would be £160K.’
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https://youtu.be/clEXrlswsuw

Prestwick 60 years ago

‘This BOAC Boeing 707 is backtracking to take off from Prestwick’s main runway on Saturday
18 February 1961 - almost exactly 60 years ago. The Scottish Aviation building in the
background was always known to us as The Palace, and was used, at the time, for the final
assembly of Twin Pioneers. It had been the Palace of Engineering at the 1938 Empire Exhibition
at Bellahouston Park, Glasgow, then dismantled and rebuilt at Prestwick, and it still stands today.
Just visible in front of the 707 is a figure in a white coat. He is stopping the traffic on the main
A77 Ayr - Glasgow road. Unlike Turnhouse where the A9 was just beyond the threshold, the A77
actually crossed over the Prestwick runway. It would be a few more years until the road was
rerouted round the end of the runway.’
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Another from Colin

The Loch Ness Catalina
From Ed Lyon

I have just enjoyed watching a programme on
BBC ALBA, the Gaelic channel, about the
recovery of the Catalina from Loch Ness, the
engine change required and the return flight back
to Duxford.
Not only does it cover the lift out of the loch, the
engine change in difficult weather conditions and
the flight back but also has some interesting
black and white film of Catalinas in action and
gives the history of this particular aircraft as a fire
bomber. It also has some other interesting film
of Catalina wrecks.
Some of the programme is in Gaelic with sub
titles but mostly in English. It is on BBC I-player,
ALBA channel and comes under History--'Escape from Loch Ness'. Well worth watching.

If nothing else, this lockdown is giving us much clearer air. This is a Lufthansa A340 at 32,000 feet over
Edinburgh on its way from Frankfurt to Cancun.
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More about Turnhouse
A follow up from Ed Lyon

Hi Andrew, thought I could add something to the
excellent photograph that Colin Lourie sent in last
month.
I found the aerial photograph of Turnhouse in the late
1940s very revealing. What surprised me was the
number of structures, taxiways and aircraft, some in
blast pens, in the bottom right of the picture. All this
had been removed by the time I became interested in
aviation with just a taxiway from the threshold of
RWY 26 to the large pan at the threshold of the main
RWY 31. There was also a mention of the Edinburgh
Flying Club building and the only one I remember was
near the control tower. If you look at the TS signals
square then up from the top right corner there
appears to be a black single-story building which I
think could be it. Did they later move to nearer the
RWY 26 threshold near the railway line?
I have
enclosed a photograph of Turnhouse taken by my
friend, Pete Hill, a staff cadet at the ATC gliding
school, from either a Mark 3 or a Sedbergh in 1959
which I'm sure will bring back some memories to
some of you.
Finally, I enclose a photograph of the Spitfire 16,
RW393 which used to be on display opposite the main
entrance and will evoke some memories. Last time I
saw this aircraft it was in the RAF Museum at Cosford
but not sure where it is now. When this aircraft was
first put on display at Turnhouse it was still encased
in a silver fibreglass cocoon and the only part of the
aircraft to be seen were the two undercarriage legs
and tailwheel! Do any of you have a photograph of
the aircraft in this condition? The only other aircraft
I saw preserved in the silver fibreglass cocoon were a
lot of RCAF Canadair Sabres at Scottish Aviation at
Prestwick.
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Leuchars Gate Guardian brought back to life

Carrying on the Scottish Gate Guardian theme, John Mounce’s friend Wayne Grant took this
photograph of a Spitfire LF XVI E that has just been rebuilt to fly at Ardmore in New Zealand. It
is by now probably on its way to its new owner in the USA. Once upon a time it was a gate
guardian at Leuchars, (predating the Spitfire currently hanging from the Kelvingrove’s ceiling),
and John wonders if anybody has got any memories or photos of it?

Zed Pods

Japanese joinery
My son forwarded this to me and I never fail to
be impressed by how clever these joints are.
Beautiful to see how they are made.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=dylan+iwakuni
&&view=detail&mid=02F517E2F67842B4743602F517E2F
67842B47436&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsea
rch%3Fq%3Ddylan%2Biwakuni%26FORM%3DHDRSC3

There’s nothing new about prefab housing
but these struck a chord with me, primarily
because they are affordable, well insulated
starter homes that are happy enough to
live on otherwise spare town centre sites,
like over a Supermarket car park. It always
distresses me to see good quality farmland
being dug up for housing.
I heard about them first on the radio when
the interviewer wondered if that was a
disadvantage, but the person living there
loved it because she was up in the air and
looking out on tree canopies and birds.
https://www.zedpods.com/bristol
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‘Loyal Wingman’

Jim Prettyman pointed me in the direction of this. The UK government has invested £30m in the design and manufacture of a new unpiloted combat aircraft,
which will be known as the ‘loyal wingman’. The new aircraft will be designed to fly at high speed alongside Typhoon, F-35 Lightning and eventually Tempest
planes. It will be equipped with missiles and unspecified surveillance and electronic warfare technology to ‘provide a battle-winning advantage’ over opponents. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) said that it will be the UK’s first unpiloted aircraft to be able to target and shoot down enemy aircraft and survive surface-to-air missiles. Belfast-based Spirit AeroSystems will lead ‘Team Mosquito’ in the next phase of the project.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=loyal+wingman+raf&&view=detail&mid=92A5D89AB704E04E263992A5D89AB704E04E2639&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq
%3Dloyal%2520wingman%2520raf%26qs%3DAS%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D4%26ghc%3D1%26pq%3Dloyal%2520wingman%26sk%3DMM1AS2%26sc%3D813%26cvid%3DCBD24017D72E4FAF8FA71D84558E1589

Airbus
Ian Wales sent this in, still more information on
Airbus and how they see the hydrogen powered
airliners of the near future.
I hadn’t come across this publication before but
it appears to be full of interesting science.
https://smosa.com/airbus-working-on-hydrogenpowered-commercial-airplanes/
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‘I’ll take two please’
Another photo
from Aaron
Murphy in New
Zealand, of the
Tiger Moth
featured on last
month’s
Newsletter cover.
Aaron is an Air
Japan pilot.
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Tailpiece, from Ted Grossmith

East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555
056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
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