Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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‘Last flight of the year’
Michael Wood and Iain Bright of Highland Strut are adventurous souls and fly, with friends, some of the most attractive and interesting small homebuilts around.
This clip shows Mike in SD1 Minisport G-SJMW, and Iain in Turbulent G-AREZ, taken at the end of December over Lochindorb. Here’s a great video taken by
them. https://youtu.be/ef9x9YDHkeA
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Boeing’s B52

The XB52 first flew 70 years ago and the later
evolution, the B-52H, is now 60 years old and still
on very active service. Because of continuing
updates to its structure, engines and electronics,
it looks like these may become the the first 100
year old front line combat aircraft.
While some planes are faster and arguably more
clever, the B52 is welcomed as a bomb truck.
Something that can haul almost anything for
almost any distance, and that is still a useful
asset. Also, they have long since been paid for.

The 1950’s prototype used slender, flexible
wings with forward hung jet engines and this
has become the almost universal solution for
fast transports ever since. However, can you
imagine how complex it must be to work out the
stresses involved with those pylons and
structures?
One man who can is Allan Swegle. In the mid
1950s the young Al was transferred to this job
and introduced a new calculation system, and
the fruits of his and his team’s efforts fly on to
this day. What a fine legacy.

Below is an article from the Wall Street Journal
that Al has forwarded. It explains the B52’s
current and future usefulness very well, how it
fits in with more recent but hugely expensive
bombers, and how it is currently putting itself in
danger in the South China Seas as longstanding
territorial sovereignty disputes become more
belligerent.
To read the article you will need to take out a
one month subscription, but it doesn’t cost much.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/for-wars-of-the-futurepentagon-looks-to-distant-past-the-b-52-11611510806

Events

Radio Garden
Here is a brilliant App for your phone
or PC. Rotate the globe, hover over
any of the thousands of little green
dots and you immediately have that
radio live streaming to you. Like
Mongolian music? Want to brush up
on your Spanish? Want the local
news from the old country? This is the
place to go. http://radio.garden/listen/

27 March Festival of Flight, Perth
3-4 April Easter Airfield fly-in, Tain
23rd May, Scottish Tour
3-5 Sept LAA Rally Sywell
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Knott End sands and Pilling beach
This all started when I saw a passing reference in the North Western Strut
Newsletter. In the past they had held a series of beach Fly-ins on this part
of the Lancashire Coast. It looks like a great venue with the bonus of having
cafes, toilets, accommodation and all those good things fringing the sea, and
miles of empty beach space.
I looked it up on the internet but could only find some thin information. It
appears to be used still for occasional landings out from local microlight clubs
and has been used for pleasure trips in the distant past, but whether it has
the status of an airfield or is just used informally, I don’t know.
I wrote to Susan Dunn, Newsletter editor of the ever helpful NW Strut, and
she supplied these photos taken at their last fly-in in 2006. Some
organisational and logistic problems meant it was becoming too difficult to
run but it would be great if it could happen again. There can’t be that many
beach fly-ins to go to in Britain and this looks particularly interesting. It
would create such a buzz for the local businesses as well.
Alongside are some odds and ends I found. If anyone has more information,
memories or photos I would enjoy seeing them.

http://lancashirelanding.weebly.com/videos.html
https://www.ukairfieldguide.net/airfields/Knott-End-on-Sea
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=landing+on+pilling+sands&docid=60800297135
6106171&mid=D702F9889D15BEA0C27DD702F9889D15BEA0C27D&view=detail&FORM=V
IRE

Chuck Yeager
Chuck Yeager, first man to fly faster than the speed of sound, has died aged
97. He was born in Myra, West Virginia, joined the US Army Air Force in 1941
as a mechanic then despite being very sick on his first ever flight transferred
to pilot training.

He showed a natural aptitude for handling aircraft, had remarkable eyesight
and an understanding of aircraft systems.
After completing training he was posted to England and in March 1943 he
shot down a Bf109. The next day he was shot down by an Fw190 over
occupied France but he managed to evade capture and made his way via
Spain back to England.
In 1944 he became an ace by shooting down five Bf109s on one mission
and the following month a double ace after getting another four Fw190s in
one mission. Late '44 he shot down a new jet Me262.
Returning to the USA he became an instructor then a test pilot. On 14th
October 1947 he became world famous when he broke the sound barrier in
the Bell X-1. In December 1953 he broke the world speed record in a Bell
X-1a flying at over Mach 2. In December 1963 he narrowly escaped death
when he ejected from an F-104 Starfighter during an altitude record attempt.
He flew a further 127 combat missions during the Vietnam war.
In the light aviation world, he was a regular at Oshkosh and was Chairman
of the Experimental Aircraft Association's Young Eagles programme from
1994 to 2004 to provide a motivational experience to young people, mainly a
free flight. This scheme was also taken up by our own LAA and all the aircraft
owners in the East of Scotland Strut participated in giving free flights to
youngsters, with fuel sponsored by BP. Strut members will remember those
busy days at East Fortune with fond memories of the excitement and
pleasure, and maybe inspiration, that these gave to a new generation of
potential aviators.

Maps!
Type in a place or postcode for anywhere in
Britain and you can find it on two free large scale
Ordnance Survey maps that cover the whole of
Britain. One is from about 1900 and the other
from the 1950s but if you move a slider it reveals
the current map of the area, making all the
changes over the years stand out.

Scroll down to ‘Old Ordnance Survey Maps of
England and Scotland’
PS, the image is far bigger and the quality far
better than the reproduction alongside. Although
free you are invited to make a small payment if
you wish. www.archiuk.com
LAA East of Scotland Strut March 2021 Newsletter, page 6

Drem 1940

Annie Rayner found this and Tim passes it on. It shows a Mk 1 Spitfire at our local historic airfield, home of the
curved approach ‘Drem system’ of lighting that was better suited to night time landings of long nosed fighters. It
is almost certainly a digital recolouring of a black and white photo and it has been beautifully done. Tim notices;
‘Health and Safety - standing an a chair, seen that a few times in recent years so some things never change.’

The New Zealand Spitfire
In last month's Newsletter there was an article about a Spitfire 16 that
had previously been a gate guardian at Leuchars before being returned to
flight in New Zealand. The contributor, John Mounce, asked if anybody
had memories or photographs of it. Here is a picture I took in May 1966
of this very aircraft when it was 'on the gate' but not at RAF Leuchars.
This was taken at RAF Acklington in Northumberland. It seems incredible
to think that this aircraft would be restored to flight 55 years later on the
other side of the world.

More about our Gate Guardians
Duncan Robertson
found this cutting,
showing a photo
he sent in to
Flypast magazine,
probably taken at
Turnhouse Road
about 25 years or
so ago.
The plastic Spitfire
L1070 was moved
from the RAF
buildings to its
present position at
the airport in 1996.

The Caraboat

Safety ahoy!

This is a ‘bright idea’ that seems
to be
reinvented every ten
years or so but never really
catches on.

Friend Cecile is
experimenting with this
Vietnamese lacquer
painting technique.
It brings a beautiful
depth to the image
because of the many
translucent layers but
the materials used are
deadly dangerous.

Nevertheless it looks like fun and
I would quite like one. This
example is from 1969.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search
?q=caraboat&&view=detail&mid=71B
423EEE21B60B704E771B423EEE21B60
B704E7&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvi
deos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcaraboat%
26FORM%3DHDRSC3

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9bi7BDbaUSA&ab
_channel=BusinessInsider
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A tale of two Comets
From Ted Grossmith

The DH 88 Comet Racer remains a highlight in British aviation
history by winning the 1934 Air Race from Mildenhall to
Melbourne. In 1946 the tattered and weathered remnants of
"Grosvenor House" rested forlornly against the inner wall of
a hangar where DH student apprentices learned basic crafts.
This was at Salisbury Hall, at that time the centre for the
de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School, and now the DH
Museum. You can imagine the shock and awe we exstudents felt when this restored jewel flew low over our
heads at a DH student reunion at Woburn Abbey in 1987.
(Ted’s photo alongside).
The almost entirely wooden construction of the Comet Racer
led to developments in the DH Albatross airliner and more
importantly the renowned Mosquito which employed the
pioneering use of moulded wood. The imported balsa wood
so vital in Mosquito construction must have had earlier
nautical adventures while evading U-Boat wolf packs.
At a Watsonville air show in California a few years ago I was
astounded to see a replica of the Comet Racer bearing the
same registration number. The pilot, like I, was a DH devotee
who kindly let me sit in the cockpit. Upon leaving he took off
and gave me a special fly past. Perhaps a Strut reader has
more insight on this replica, which is not the Airventure 2009.

G-ACSS replica, USA Comet N88XD.

An airworthy full-scale replica of the DH.88 Comet was built
in 1993 by Bill Turner of Repeat Aircraft at Flabob airport in
Rubidoux Ca. It was built for Thomas W. Wathen of Santa
Barbara, California, USA. N88XD flies wearing the full colours
and registration of G-ACSS ‘Grosvenor House’.
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Comet facts and figures
There were only five original DH88 Comets but they had up to 15 names
and registrations in their time, which leads to some confusion as to how
many there were, but here is the current information.

G- ACSP ‘Black Magic’ later CS-AAJ ‘Salazar’. Now at Derby Aero Club under
restoration to flying condition.
G-ACSS ‘The Red One’, ‘Grosvenor House’, K5084, ‘The Orphan’, ‘The Burberry’, ‘Australian Anniversary’. Now fully restored to flying condition at the
Shuttleworth Collection
G-ACSR ‘The Green One’, ‘Reine Astrid’, F-ANPY ‘Cité d’Angoulême IV’.
(Disappeared Etampes France 1940. Lost).

F-ANPZ, E-109. (Disappeared Istres France c 1939. Lost)
G-ADEF ‘Boomerang’. (Crashed and destroyed in the Sudan 1935. Lost.)

G-RCSR ‘The Green Comet Replica’. Being built as a flying aircraft by Ken Fern
near Derby as a tribute flying replica to G-ACSR, the registration being chosen
as being as near to the original.

of Santa Barbara, California, USA. N88XD flies wearing the full colours and
registration of G-ACSS ‘Grosvenor House’. (See above and cover photo).
‘Comet Replica ‘New Zealand Comet’. Under construction by the Croydon Aircraft
Company at Old Mandeville Airfield, near Gore, New Zealand. This is the same
replica DH 88 being built by George Lemay during the 1990’s in Alberta Canada
before being moved to NZ.

‘Film Comet G-ACSS Red Comet’. Built by Airepair, Essendon, Australia for
1990 film The Great Air Race. Now being restored with original trailer kit at DH
Museum. Owner Ralph Steiner.
‘Film Comet G-ACSP Black Comet’. Built by Ashley Briggs for 1990 film The
Great Air Race. Builder reports fallen to pieces.

7/8th Comet Galleria Replica at Sywell Air Museum. A non flying model built for
display by Acorn Scenery Feltham. It was painted in ‘Grosvenor House’ scheme.
This was commissioned by the then owners of the Galleria Shopping Centre in
Hatfield and remained on show, suspended from the roof, for over 20 years. In
2006 it was removed by the new owners and passed to another Museum from
where it was brought to Sywell Air Museum and awaits proposed restoration as
‘The Burberry’.

G-ACSS replica, ‘USA Comet N88XD’, (see previous page). An airworthy
full-scale replica of the DH.88 Comet was built in 1993 by Bill Turner of Repeat
Aircraft at Flabob airport in Rubidoux Ca. It was built for Thomas W. Wathen

‘The Comet Hotel Model’. This small scale model of G-ACSS sits on a column
designed by artist Eric Kennington outside the Comet Hotel in Hatfield, now a
Ramada Hotel, and was erected in 1936
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Superfast first responders
Gravity Industries recently teamed up with the Great North Air Ambulance Service (GNAAS) in England to
show how sending a paramedic skyward with a jetpack could save lives in medical emergencies where
time is of the essence.
https://www.digitaltrends.com/news/watch-this-pilot-test-a-jetpack-for-flying-paramedic-service/
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Keith crosses the Atlantic

Mind boggling numbers

Keith Boardman found a couple of old slides from a trip to Boston, taken at
Heathrow in 1978. Lots of Tridents, a Tupolev from Aeroflot, and the ever
beautiful Concorde. In the 1990s I was one of the few people who actually
got a free Hoover flight to New York. Remember that promotion?
Alongside at JFK was a Concorde that had landed 1½ hours before the time
it had taken off from London. It had outpaced the sun. Amazing.

We all know there is a huge bill building up to be paid for after this
pandemic is over, but it’s hard to visualise just how big the numbers are;
how much bigger a billion is than a million, or a trillion than a billion.
One way of looking at it is this;
1 million seconds is about 11 days.
1 billion seconds is about 31.5 years
1 trillion seconds is about 31,700 years.
Or if you can bear to look at it in money terms ($100 bills) below…
As Sergeant Frazer would say, ‘Doomed, we’re all doomed!’
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East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com

If we tried it…

Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=tea
m+building+man+falls+forward&&view=det
ail&mid=D7C6CC09A5BC2F1C09D5D7C6CC09
A5BC2F1C09D5&&FORM=VRDGAR

Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555
056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
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