Hi All,
Thanks to all those who attended the Zoom
meeting last week. We had a lively discussion
and it served to get everyone together before
we start for real.
At last a fly-in looks realistic. The Committee
made a visit to Balado last week where the
farmer, Jamie, is converting his farm into a
substantial airfield. This is west of Loch Leven
on the other side of the motorway. There has
been aviation activity there for some years but
this is a change of gear altogether.
There are currently three runways, all grass,
one which is North/South. They are currently
all usable and visitors are welcome. We were
all impressed with the activity there. Three
new hangars and two more to come.
A new clubhouse already built and separate
café. Picnic tables outside and provision for
parking and even camping. I liked the pool
table in the clubhouse, nice touch. We all know
about how long one can hang about in flying
clubhouses.
The provisional date for our Fly-in there is the
weekend of August 28th-29th. This has yet to
be confirmed but we will let everyone know in
plenty of time.
I am writing up my drone ideas which should
appear in next month’s issue.
Lots of us are getting airborne now. I liked
Alex McLintock’s description of obeying the
county lines as bouncing off the boundaries.
We will be able to go further afield very soon.
Fly safe.

Hi everyone.
Now that things seem to be improving on the
Covid front we are starting to look at having a
Fly-in and hope to resume meetings once the
Covid restrictions allow.
The Committee had a visit to look at Balado as a
venue for a fly-in over the weekend of 28-29th
August and it looks promising. We still have a
few issues to sort out before we can make a final
decision. Balado is located about two to three
miles off the M90 at Junction 6 and is being
developed by the owner with longer runways and
five new hangars. It is accessible by road and if
coming by air we would recommend arriving from
the South/North/West but remain west of the
M90 due to activity along both sides of Loch
Leven by gliders from Portmoak.
In the meantime the recent good spell of weather
has seen a good amount of activity by our type
of aircraft throughout Scotland with people
maintaining
currency
and
maintenance
requirements. So things seem to be improving
and hopefully will improve sufficiently that we can
resume our activities later this year.
Be safe.

Another lovely Tiger Moth photo from New
Zealand, taken by Aaron Murphy.

Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org
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Strut Zoom meeting

CAA Medicals

Plus Dirleton, drones and a Balado visit

Lots of information here.
Mair for this.

Thanks to George

https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ORS4%201487
%20.pdf

The prospects for the proposed airfield at Dirleton were updated, following the project being checked
over by a planning consultant. Their paperchase revealed two conflicting opinions by different
government departments at different times that can only be reconciled by commissioning yet another
high level and very expensive report with still no guarantee of success. Back to head scratching again
in the meantime and more information as it comes to light.
There was some talk about Drones and their
imminent merging with the airspace that we
use. This new business is about to herald a
seismic change to airspace use (and restriction)
backed by some very big business with friends
in high places, and it’s not going to go away.
Alex provided the map (alongside) of Scotland’s
first restricted corridor which is to move Covid
samples between NHS surgeries and
laboratories. What if the real beneficiaries are
to be Amazon, DHL and the like in the future?
They will want everything, everywhere, and
right away.
This needs urgent attention from the CAA to
establish what the ground rules will be before
dangerous precedents slip through, and the
LAA will hopefully be involved too. Justin has
a bright idea! We will print that when it has
been properly formulated.

Pilot training

It seems that too many airline pilots these days
have reduced basic flying skills to fall back on
when modern technology fails, and it shows in
the accident statistics as grizzled veterans retire
from the left hand seat. Jim Prettyman spotted
this interesting article.
https://www.aerosociety.com/news/airline-pilottraining-time-to-revisit-the-basics/

Finally, a piece of good news. As Iain and Justin mentioned on the opening page, the Strut are aiming
for 28th-29th August this year to hold a fly-in, our first for a while.
A small party of Committee members went to Balado airfield near Kinross a week or so ago and we were
mightily impressed by all the new activities there. Extended and improved runways, much new
hangarage and a new suite of buildings with clubhouse, internet, catering and toilets, all to a very high
standard. This is where we hope to hold our next fly-in, Covid permitting, and we will keep you informed.
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Here’s how United Airlines trained their pilots in
the 1960s.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=airliner+traini
ng+1950s&&view=detail&mid=C2B418F985D0A16F125
9C2B418F985D0A16F1259&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2F
videos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dairliner%2Btraining%2B19
50s%26FORM%3DHDRSC3

Heinkel over North Berwick, the true story

‘Over the years an enormous amount of errors
and distortions have crept into the Heinkel story.
I feel it is high time that I put the record
straight. In this respect I feel that I qualify, as
the man closest to the event was my uncle who
was the farmer of the land on which the bomber
crashed.
I'm afraid I hardly recognise the account given
by the Aircrew Remembrance Society, which is
full of errors. This is understandable as rumours
and speculation were rife at the time due to
severe censorship.
I and my family lived on my uncle’s farm for the
duration of the war as evacuees from Barrow in
Furness. We arrived about three months after
the Heinkel crashed when I was two but he told
the story many times over the years, so I had it
from the horse’s mouth.
My uncle, William Wright, was a dairy farmer at
The Bass Rock Farm in a reserved occupation,
so he had not been called up. He was however
a part time special constable.
At the time of the incident he was having
Sunday lunch with his brother who was the

poultry farmer on the same farm, in his house a
few hundred yards from the main farm house.
The story goes that he heard the action and
came out to see the bomber crash only a field
away to the east. He grabbed a shotgun and
walked to the crash site with his napkin still
tucked into his shirt.
The bomber had landed in soft soil and ground
looped. The port wing protruded half over the
hedge, marking the field belonging to the next
farm to the east, Rhodes Farm. This can be
clearly seen in the photograph which was taken
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by a Scotsman Newspaper photographer. So the
bomber actually landed on my Uncle's farm, not
Rhodes Farm.
At the time he arrived on the scene the bomber
crew were trying to set the aircraft on fire as the
Junkers Jumo engines were on the secret list.
But being diesel engines the fuel would not light.
When they saw my Uncle, they drew their
Lugers, but then they started to argue amongst
themselves, then threw their guns at my uncle’s
feet and surrendered, pointing to one of their
crew who had been severely injured.

I always thought that he was the belly gunner
but I could be wrong. The gunner died on his
way to hospital.
Many years later I visited Hawkinge Battle of
Britain Museum which exhibited a picture of this
bomber. In the adjacent account, it tells of one
of the crew trying to escape but was cornered in
the farm yard by a tractor which pinned him to a
wall. This is utter baloney. They had all
surrendered.
My uncle marched them down to the Dunbar
road and stopped an empty coal lorry and took
them to the North Berwick police station.
The plane had been on a bombing mission, not
reconnaissance, and was returning from Rosyth
probably.
There are about a hundred different versions of
this story but as my uncle was there and arrested
the crew, I am happy to believe his story.

More from John Guy

Project Pegasus

Just out of interest I visited that Comet that
featured in the last Newsletter, I think in 2010. It
has come on since then ‘just a little’. The oil
drums were there at the time.

It’s back! All the authorities concerned with
our collective safety would welcome the
light aviation community becoming their
extra sets of eyes and ears. Isolated fields
and airstrips are perfect places for illegal
dropoffs and the like. Watch this rather
flash video so you know who to contact if
you see something suspicious going on
behind that hedge.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q16jYmuuybc
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Kirknewton, last day of operating the Slingsby Cadet
This 'home movie' was taken on the last day of
operation of the Slingsby T31 Cadet MK3 at the
661VGS, based at Kirknewton, and I found it very
interesting. Perhaps some of our Strut members
may even recognise some of the cadets or
instructors in the film.
Kirknewton is somewhere I have always found
fascinating as I can remember when it was a
USAF storage facility and seems such an underused asset on the outskirts of Edinburgh. The
aerial shots show the American living quarters
which were cleared and redeveloped into a housing estate some years ago.
The gliding seemed to be very slickly run with
a trailer behind a Land Rover for moving and
retrieving the gliders. Certainly much better than
all the manual moving around and retrieving that

I remember. I always found the winch launch of
a glider amazing with a high and steep climb.
The first launch certainly took my breath away!
I was also intrigued by the changes since I did
my gliding at HMS Condor, Arbroath, in Spring
1959. The use of goggles and gloves was new,
and how many participants were wearing flying
suits. Also the presence of young lady air cadets.
Looking at my RAF Form 3822, Record of
Service, I see that each circuit took only three
minutes. At the top of launch it was nose down
and pull the yellow cable release then an
immediate left turn into downwind and with
constant descent judge when to turn finals for
the landing, spoilers as required to put it down
for retrieval near the launch point.

Greyhound launch
You don’t want to make a mistake with this. The Santa hat on the
coaming shows it was taken at Christmas.
https://theaviationist.com/2020/12/27/heres-what-a-catapult-shot-on-christmasday-in-a-u-s-navy-c-2-greyhound-looks-like-from-the-cockpit/
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I hope you enjoy this film, it certainly brought
back a few memories.
https://youtu.be/TOqGiEvlDak

Australian robotic brick layer
This machine is way more clever than it looks as
the following Ted talk explains. AI is about to
revolutionise the world of work for everyone,
from accountants to brickies, and probably what
we are doing as well, so best to find a way of
being part of it.
I notice that you could be sitting on one of the
world’s pleasure beaches, like Portobello in
Edinburgh in November, sipping a Daiquiri, and
sending a plan from your phone to anywhere in

the world. A machine like this would construct
that building to perfection.
A concern is that they use ‘glue’ to stick the
bricks together. 10 years ago when development
started, I suspect that this glue hardly registered
on the scale of dangerous, rare or toxic
ingredients because they used so little, but when
used by the millions of tons worldwide? Hopefully
that will not be a problem. Thanks to Nadim for
providing the lead.
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https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=robot+bricklay
er&&view=detail&mid=7B57D109F7D8FE7E83A17B57D1
09F7D8FE7E83A1&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2F
search%3Fq%3Drobot%2Bbricklayer%26FORM%3DHD
RSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=hadrian+brick+
layer&&view=detail&mid=549F2CB6382D665E3EF3549F
2CB6382D665E3EF3&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos
%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dhadrian%2Bbrick%2Blayer%26FO
RM%3DHDRSC3

New Zealand adventure
By Andrew Wood

At the beginning of 2020, my wife and I spent six weeks in New Zealand
before having to scramble back to the UK to arrive 3 days after the first
Covid lockdown started. We did however manage to take in a number of
places of aviation interest in both the North and South islands of New
Zealand and these are some of the highlights.
Napier, North Island

On our first visit to New Zealand we had only visited the North Island and
the main purpose of this year’s trip was to visit the South Island. However,
we also took the opportunity to go back to the Art Deco Festival at Napier
in the North Island. Napier was devastated by an earthquake in 1931 and
rebuilt in what was to become known as the Art Deco style. Every year a
festival is held to both commemorate the earthquake victims and celebrate
the Art Deco style. One of the events at the festival is the opportunity to
fly in a DC3 and experience the Golden Age of Air Travel.

Part of the fun of the Art Deco Festival is
the opportunity to dress up in period
costumes as demonstrated by my wife
boarding the DC3 for our flight.
McDonalds restaurant, Taupo

Keeping with the DC3 theme in the North
Island town of Taupo we came across a
McDonald’s which includes a DC3 as part
of its restaurant. It is billed as one of the
ten coolest McDonalds in the world but
despite that we were not tempted to try it.

ZK DAK (known to her friends as Betsy) was acquired by a group of New
Zealand pilots and friends in 1987. She originally operated in D Day colours
but was repainted to represent NZ3546 from No.42 Squadron of the RNZAF
which was one of the last two DC3s in RNZAF service.

Croydon Aircraft Company, Mandeville, South Island

This is where the Comet replica
featured in the April Newsletter is
located. There is a museum of
mostly airworthy aircraft including
many featuring de Havilland products
and other aircraft of New Zealand
significance, including the Barber
Snark (see next page).
LAA East of Scotland Strut May 2021 Newsletter, page 8

The Barber Snark

The pilot for the flight of the reproduction is said to have declared it
controllable – just.

Bill Barber, a South Island resident, produced a number of Snark light
aircraft. The first was this single-seat Snark H/1 registered ZK-FOU (c/n
MAANZ/063). It had the engine mounted behind the cockpit, driving a
propeller mounted behind the tail via a long shaft. It was first flown in late
1987 and deregistered as permanently withdrawn from use in July 1995. It
is now just a shell without an engine, propeller and instruments – which
may well have been used in subsequent designs.

Musger Mg 19a Steinadler (Golden Eagle) glider

This is a two seat Training Glider built in Austria in the early 1950s. It was
brought to New Zealand in 2008 for possible use offering vintage glider
pleasure flights at Mandeville but, from talking to one of the museum
volunteers. I understand this came to nothing.

As a glider pilot who later did a PPL I was immediately attracted to it
because of the glider like visibility from the cockpit.
The Pither Monoplane

Bert Pither was a former professional cyclist who constructed and
attempted to fly an aeroplane in 1910 at Invercargill beach on the south
coast. This replica was built in 2004 by Colin Smith (the leading light behind
the Croydon Aircraft Company) in order to test the design, and to try to
answer the question of whether it was capable of flight and whether Bert
Pither could have produced and flown New Zealand's first (airworthy)
indigenous aircraft. It has a purpose-built reproduction V-4 engine similar
to the one Pither developed, and was capable of making it into the air under
its own power, albeit briefly. 1910 Pither Monoplane - YouTube.
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de Havilland Fox Moth - ZK ADI

Imported from the UK in 1934 this was the first
commercially operated aircraft in New Zealand
to carry passengers.
de Havilland Dragonfly – ZK AYR

Maintained in airworthy condition and available
for charters this Dragonfly was originally
registered in the UK as G-AEDT in 1936. It was
restored in England in 1986 before returning to
NZ in 1996.
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New Zealand Air Force Museum, Christchurch
de Havilland Tiger Moth

Manufactured by the de Havilland Company of New Zealand served as a
basic trainer then instructional airframe before being acquired by the
museum in 1977 and restored.

de Havilland Tiger Moth – ZK ARZ

The museum has several Tiger Moths and uses them for pleasure flights.
This example has a particularly striking colour scheme.
Omarama Airfield

Sopwith Pup Replica

Omarama is probably one of the top two or three sites for gliding in the
world allowing relatively easy access to the Southern Alps, including New
Zealand’s tallest mountain, Mount Cook.
Soaring NZ's Tallest Mountain - YouTube.

As somebody who started out gliding at Portmoak (before later gaining a
PPL) flying there has been on my bucket list for over thirty years.
Unfortunately it was a typically New Zealand style blunt soaring forecast
that greeted me on the day I had booked to fly.
I rebooked for the following day but overnight the New Zealand CAA shut
the operation down and I did not get to fly. There had been ongoing
discussions between the CAA and Glide Omarama about whether they were
operating trial flights or adventure flights (which have a far more stringent
regulatory regime) which had not been satisfactorily resolved.

Originally built by Skysport Engineering in the UK in 1986, this replica
crashed on its first test flight.
After passing through the
hands of an Australian
collector it was acquired by
the Museum in 1995 and
restored to static display
condition. It is displayed as
an aircraft flown by New
Zealander Captain Harold
F. Beamish DSC, with No. 3
Squadron Royal Naval Air
Service during the First
World War.
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Electric Air – Rangiora Airfield, South Island

Aoraki Village, Mount Cook National Park

Electric Air www.electricair.nz is a start up operation based at
Rangiora Airfield to the west of Christchurch offering trial
flights and instruction in New Zealand’s first electric
aircraft, a Pipistrelle Alpha Electro.

On display in the Sir
Edmund Hillary Alpine
Centre
is
this
ski
equipped Auster Aiglet
ZK BDX.

It was set up by Gary Freedman who I worked with in the
UK on several renewable energy projects before he moved
to New Zealand. When we visited, the aircraft had arrived
and had been assembled but was waiting for NZ CAA
approval to fly so I was limited to sitting in it and making
whatever the electric aircraft equivalent of engine noises is.
It has now flown 100 hours at an electricity cost of three
NZ Dollars per hour (about £1.50) and this photo from Gary
shows it in flight.

Exported to New Zealand
in 1954 for Mount Cook
and Southern Lakes
Tourist Company Ltd.
It carried out its first
landing on skis on the
Tasman Glacier in 1955.
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Vincents and Vildebeests
There must be something in the water in New Zealand. How
else to explain the fabulous amount of work going on in the
world of vintage aeroplanes?
John Mounce sends us this photo of owner Steve Subritsky’s
NZAF Vickers Vincent K6357(NZ311) which was rolled out
into the sunshine on 2nd of February 2021. In the past it
has been reduced for spares, ending on a dump then buried!
Now it is being brought back to life. Here’s a nice walkround
video taken by Dave Homewood . https://youtu.be/w5xj0Wx6LM0
John is also connected with the long term plan to restore a
Vickers Vildebeest at the Air Force Museum of New Zealand
at Wigram.
https://www.airforcemuseum.co.nz/collectionsresearch/conserve/current-projects/vickers-vildebeest-mkiii/

Photo Steve Subritsky
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‘Eco home’ at Seafield
Following on from the item about towable
houses in the last Newsletter, Colin Lourie
spotted something nearby that is similar. It
even looks as if the occupants have put
down roots there.
‘If you want a closer look at something akin
to them, this German-registered one has
been sitting on the Portobello esplanade for
over a year.
It’s in King’s Place (about 100 yards west of
the bottom of King’s Road), directly behind
the Lothian bus depot on Seafield Road. You
can see from the repeat in the pattern that
the ‘wood’ outer is some sort of composite.’

Modification XXX
Okay, not really topical news, but it still raises a smile.
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/the-beer-barrel-bombers-keg-carrying-spitfires-brought.html
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Big Drones!

Covid’s effect on flying
An interesting set of time lapse videos showing the first effects of Lockdown.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2020/apr/19/air-traffic-before-aftereurope-coronavirus-lockdowns-video

This article is interesting because it is written by truckers not aviators and
looks at the situation and the opportunities from a different angle. It
reveals the intentions of people wanting to be in at the beginning of this
new innovation, to earn big money with it and not to mess about, and who
are irritated by objections from people with concerns. However, I was
struck by a comment after the main article.

They have a point. That looks like a gas turbine atop that container and
they’re not cheap or cheap to run. It’s going to be interesting to see where
this all ends up.
https://www.trucks.com/2018/06/13/package-delivery-drones-autonomous-containers/

And finally, (almost)…
Once upon a time
Scotland, home of the
deep fried Mars Bar,
had a bad reputation
for its food but now
we have the ‘chips,
cheese and curry
sauce pizza’, available
from Spicy Bite in
Fountainbridge. Who
said we can’t do
healthy food?
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East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net

Remember that there's no such thing as
bad weather, you're just wearing the
wrong clothing.

Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555
056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
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